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gradually and in varying degrees in the several provinces. In
Greece proper no building of importance appears to have been
erected. The workshops of Athens were kept going by the manu-
facture of copies of statues and of sarcophagi for export. The
flourishing life of Asia Minor was hit more violently by the ravages
of the wars and their consequences. But in Ephesus in the reign
of Severus there was still the wealthy sophist, Flavius Damianus,
who could afford to build a large hall and to erect the new Palaestra
of the Eastern Gymnasium and fill it with costly sculptures.
Moreover, the Baths by the harbour carried on the Ephesian style
of the gymnasium. After this period, however, building activity
in Asia Minor almost ceased until the end of the century.
It is intelligible that in the provinces of Syria and Africa, which
had suffered little from the wars, the zeal for building should
continue from the second century. In Syria this period witnessed
the new buildings of the temple of Juppiter Damascenus and the
completion of the Propylaea at Heliopolis (Baalbek)1. This
kind of activity was still greater in Africa, the province that was
most closely bound to the dynasty. There is only need to mention
the Capitolium (A.D. 2o8)2 and the Arch of Severus at Lainbaesis,
the temple of Minerva at Tebessa, and the triumphal arches set
up for Caracalla, one at Tebessa in 214, the other at Djemila.
But as in Ephesus, so in Syria and Africa, there is an absence of
all architectural novelty. Old plans are completed; new buildings
are erected on traditional lines.
Rome itself, however, became the stage for an architectural
achievement that marked a mighty advance on the work of the
preceding epoch. In the year 191 a fire ravaged the city. Septi-
mius Severus and Julia Domna did much to repair the damage.
The Porticus Octavia, the temple of Vesta and the House of the
Vestals were reconstructed, and the Pantheon was repaired.
Severus built additions to the imperial palace on the Palatine
including a new wing. And on the south-west slope of the Palatine
looking towards the Via Appia he constructed the many-storeyed
State building called the Septizonium, the columnar style of which
may owe something to suggestions from Asia Minor. In the
Forum Romanum there still stands the huge and impressive
triumphal arch put up in the year 203 for the Emperor and his
sons3. It is not always that we can, without forcing the evidence,
draw stylistic parallels between architectural compositions and the
arts of sculpture and painting. But the Arch of Severus does fit
perfectly into the picture of the style of the late Antonine period.
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